
ARTCOURT Gallery is pleased to present Yoon Heechang’s exhibition, At the Water’s Edge. 

Entering a space in which Yoon has carefully arranged his works and seeking to decipher it, viewers must remain open yet prepared.  
What exactly must they prepare themselves to encounter? Perhaps it is the finely honed sensibility confined within the space. 
Yoon’s paintings, created using sand as a drawing medium, possess the stillness of a surface of water undisturbed by even a single ripple. 
White ceramic sculptures with subdued individual character extend from the interior into the courtyard, lending the space a sense of depth. 

Yoon is an artist who creates rectangular ceramic forms and quietly arranges them within a space. He also produces paintings using 
kiln-fired sand as his drawing medium. 
Yoon walks along the water’s edge, traversing unfamiliar landscapes. Through this peripatetic practice, Yoon embodies the concept 
behind the works he calls ceramic-powder paintings and gathers the sand, which, once processed, serves as their drawing medium.
The sand used in the works presented in this exhibition was gathered from sites as far away as the River Thames in England and, in Japan, 
from Kyoto’s Kamo River, the Seto Inland Sea, the Ibo River in Yoon’s native Hyogo Prefecture, and the Okawa River (formerly Yodo 
River), which flows directly in front of the ARTCOURT Gallery. The Okawa can be traced upstream to three separate rivers. Yoon trekked 
to the source of each to gather sand. In a process that resembles scientific analysis, Yoon sieves, sorts, and fires the sand at a range of 
temperatures. It is then ground with a mortar and pestle into ceramic powder. The process naturally brings out subtle variations in color, 
yielding a palette of pigments entirely Yoon’s own. 
Yoon’s practice begins with losing himself in the act of walking along the water’s edge. He carries out each subsequent stage meticulously, 
but once his brush touches the support, he must complete the painting in one sustained, decisive effort. This is no ordinary paint: it 
permits neither overpainting nor reworking. 

Last summer, Yoon participated in Picturesque Pottery: Ceramics Enjoying Art from Mingei to the Present at the Panasonic Shiodome 
Museum of Art. Alongside his works, he presented small bags containing handmade pigments prepared from sand gathered at different 
locations. Using his distinctive process, he had fired and ground each batch of sand to an even, powdery consistency. The bags were 
labeled by place of origin and arranged like swatches in a color sample book. The exhibition thus presented not only the works themselves 
but also a record of the artist’s actions, which, like the works, invited contemplation. Yoon’s actions—walking along the water’s edge, 
gathering sand, and turning it into ceramic powder—crystallized into a visible form. 
This current exhibition brings together approximately ten paintings and ten ceramic sculptures, alongside kiln-fired sand gathered from 
twelve sites along the River Thames and six sites along the Yodo River. 

[ Left ]
Sand River  The Thames  #1115
Fired sand from the Thames river, 
ceramic powder, others
116 x 116 cm
2016

[ Right ]
Sand River  Yodo River #1535
Fired sand from the Yodo river, 
ceramic powder, others
227.3 x 181.8 cm
2020
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|  Exhibition Information  |
Title: Yoon Heechang: At the Water’s Edge
　　　尹 煕倉「水辺景 - みずべにけい」
Duration: October 31 (Sat.) - December 5 (Sat.), 2026
*Closed on Sundays, Mondays, Holidays.
Venue: ARTCOURT Gallery
Hours: 11:00am - 6:00pm  [Sat. -5:00pm]

Organized by ARTCOURT Gallery (Yagi Art Management, Inc.)
Sponsored by Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd., Mitsubishi Materials Corporation,
Mitsubishi Jisho Property Management Co., Ltd.

*Please contact Shiyu Cheng or Mizuho Haida at ARTCOURT Gallery for any inquiries including photographic materials.
OAP ARTCOURT 1F, 1-8-5 Tenmabashi, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0042 | info@artcourtgallery.com | T: (+81) 6-6354-5444 | www.artcourtgallery.com

Related events: October 31 (Sat.)
2:00pm - 3:30pm
Talk [ Yoneda Seiko (Curator, Himeji City Museum of Art) x Yoon Heechang ]
3:30pm - 5:00pm
Reception
* RSVP required (email or phone), first 20 applicants.



Sand River  Setouchi #2110
Fired sand from the Seto inland sea, 
ceramic powder, others
37 x 30 cm
2026

Sand River  The Thames #1110
Fired sand from the Thames river, 
ceramic powder, others
58 x 49 cm
2016

Sand River  The Seine #1416
Fired sand from the Seine river, 
ceramic powder, others
163 x 130 cm
2019

At the Water’s Edge 

At the edge of the flowing Okawa, the work takes form. 

The gallery’s exhibition rooms form a cloister-like sequence around the courtyard. 
The arrangement of ceramic-powder paintings and ceramic forms on the floors, on the walls, and where the two meet, 
unfolds along the viewer’s path through the rooms. 
The works move in and out of sight as one takes in the space. Through the eyes and with the body. 

The sequence of rooms surrounding the courtyard converges with currents of ceramic forms and the ceramic-powder 
paintings; together, they compose three spatial layers. 
Each remains independent yet exists in relation to one another. 
What do their layered relations reveal? 

When the shimmer of the Okawa’s surface comes into view from within the gallery, the viewer standing before the works is 
drawn out into the courtyard and onward, as though carried by the current, toward some distant river and places yet to be 
traversed.  
Such is my reverie. 

Yoon Heechang

* The Okawa, which flows in front of ARTCOURT Gallery, follows the former course of the Yodo River, which was diverted into its present course.

*Please contact Shiyu Cheng or Mizuho Haida at ARTCOURT Gallery for any inquiries including photographic materials.
OAP ARTCOURT 1F, 1-8-5 Tenmabashi, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0042 | info@artcourtgallery.com | T: (+81) 6-6354-5444 | www.artcourtgallery.com
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Artist Statement



1963    Born in Hyogo, Japan
1986    B.A., Tokyo Zokei University, Department of Design
1988    M.A., Tama Art University, Graduate School of Art and Design
1993    Artist-in-Residence, The Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park, Japan
1995 - 1996    Resided in London, UK, through the Overseas Study Program for Artists, Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan
1997    Artist-in-Residence at Loughborough College of Art and Design, and various local brick companies in the UK
2010    Resided in London, UK, through the Program of Overseas Study for Upcoming Artists (Special Fellowship), 
             Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan. Conducted research at the British Museum.
Professor, Department of Ceramic, Glass, and Metal Works, Faculty of Art and Design, Tama Art University

| Selected Solo Exhibitions |
2024    Yoon Heechang: Square, Gallery Caption, Gifu
2022    ACG Villa Kyoto Vol.10 Yoon Heechang: Boundless Verdure, ACG Villa Kyoto, Kyoto
2018    Sand River Work - Kamogawa, Kyoto, Sokyo Annex/Sokyo Gallery, Kyoto
2017    Heechang Yoon, Ceramic Powder painting “Sand River Works - Setouchi”, 
             Department Gallery, Department of Ceramic, Glass, and Metal Works, Hachioji Campus, Tama Art University, Tokyo
2012    scenery of 'being', Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo
2011    Talk on rectangular shapes, Kamisoe, Kyoto
2009   Hazakai, Gallery Caption, Gifu 
2005   Galleria Abitare, Tokyo
2002   That Which is There, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo
             My Clay, INAX Tile Museum, Aichi
2001    Ceramic Powder Paintings in Seto and Tokoname Clays, Nagoya Gallery, Aichi
             Naruse Bijutsu-za, Tokyo
2000   Something, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo
1997    That Which is There, Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art
1993    That Which is There, Gallery Caption, Gifu
1992    Topos, Ethnos, IBM-Kawasaki City Gallery, Kanagawa
             Gallery NW House, Tokyo
             Soh Gallery, Tokyo [’91]  
             Gallery Floor 2, Tokyo
1991    Gallery Natsuka, Tokyo
1990    Nabisu Gallery, Tokyo
             Ohara School of Ikebana, Tokyo/Ohara Center of Tokyo
1988    Gallery Den, Tokyo
             Kaneko Art G1, Tokyo
1987    Muramatsu Gallery, Tokyo

| Selected Group Exhibitions |
2025    Picturesque Pottery: Ceramics Enjoying Art from Mingei to the Present, 
             Panasonic Shiodome Museum of Art, Tokyo
2020    Tokorozawa: Past and Present in Art, MUSE Tokorozawa Civic Cultural Center, Saitma
2017    Rhythm in Monochrome: Korean Abstract Painting, Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery, Tokyo
2016    When Man Meets Earth, Aichi Prefectural Ceramic Museum
2013    Tatsuno Art Project 2013: Arts and Memories, Galleria Arts & Tea, Hyogo  
             MOVING: Norman Foster on Art, Carré d’Art – Musée d’art contemporain, Nîmes, France
2011    Works in Ceramic 2011, Toyota Municipal Museum of Art, Aichi
2009    The Beauty of Yohaku, Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art
2007    Works from the Soil: Life Meets the Mother Earth, Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery
2006   An Existence, Shiseido Gallery, Tokyo
2005   The 3rd World Ceramic Biennale 2005 Korea: Trans-Ceramic-Art, 
             Icheon World Ceramic Center, Korea
             Ars Nova - Between The Contemporary Avant-garde Art and the Craft, 
             Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
2002   Emotional Site, Shokuryo Building, Tokyo
             The 4th Gwangju Biennale, Gwangju, Korea
1995    Circulating Currents - Japanese and Korean Contemporary Art -, 
             Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art/Nagoya City Art Museum, Aichi
             Grace & Gravity,The Museum of Modern Art, Saitama
1994    The Domain of the Medium, Crafts Gallery, The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
             A Vision of Japan for the 21st Century, Sezon Museum of Art, Tokyo [’93 Nagano]
1993    Contemporary Art Exhibit ’93 from Yokohama THE WAVE,
             Port Commission Gallery, San Diego, USA
1991    Ceramic Annex Shigaraki ’91, 
             Shiga Museum of Art/Traditional Craft Center of Shigaraki, Shiga
1990    Japanese Clay Work Today, Tochigi Prefectural Museum of Fine Arts 
1989    The 9th Hara Annual, Hara Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo

| Selected Collections and Venue |
Ibaraki Ceramic Art Museum
Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery, Terada Collection
A passenger ship "guntû", Setouchi

Along the Seto Inland Sea

The hues of pigments made from kiln-fired sand, 
gathered in the Thames River

*Please contact Shiyu Cheng or Mizuho Haida at ARTCOURT Gallery for any inquiries including photographic materials.
OAP ARTCOURT 1F, 1-8-5 Tenmabashi, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0042 | info@artcourtgallery.com | T: (+81) 6-6354-5444 | www.artcourtgallery.com
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Yoon Heechang 尹 煕倉


